[Excerpt] A number of blue ribbon-panels have called for increases in the number academic courses required for graduation from high school and for lengthening the school day and the school year. Most states have adopted the first of these recommendations but not the second. With the amount of time a student spends in school remaining constant, increases in the number of required academic courses force reductions elsewhere. Which activities should be reduced? Should the reduction be made in study halls, music and fine arts,physical education, and life skills courses or should it come in vocational education? The answer to this question will not be the same for every student. High school graduates who do not want to go to college and plan to work immediately after graduating probably have very different feelings about course selection than a student who aspires to being an artist.
The Kang/Bishop estimates are based on the quadratic model and assume the individual goes from zero to 4 vocational courses and reduces academic courses from 12 to 8, with the reduction occurring in the following subjects: math, foreign language, science, and social science. Campbell et al. (1986 Campbell et al. ( , 1987 results are a weighted average for all three patterns of participation that combine those who found training related jobs with those who did not. Meyer (1982) and Rumberger/Daymont (1982) results are calculated by multiplying the coefficient on the proportion of courses that is vocational by .33. The CETA estimates are taken from Barnow's (1987 , Table 3 ) review of the literature and are a simple average of results for white and minority youth.
The Supported Work result is from 
2.
Since the individual is counted as having worked in a month even if he or she worked for only part of the month or in a part time job, the number of months worked is not the same thing as total hours worked.
An average hourly wage rate could not be calculated for about 385 people who did not have a job during the time period or who gave incomplete answers to wage questions in all their reported jobs. In addition wage rates greater than $15.00 an hour or less than $2.00 were assumed to be reporting errors (e. g., waiters not reporting their tips) and so were excluded from the sample.
3.
In computing an earnings maximizing combination, the unrestricted estimates in the female earning equation do not guarantee the existence of the inner solution.
Consequently, the computation of the earnings maximizing mix of courses for females was based on restricted estimates which imposed a zero constraint on the coefficient for the interaction term. 
